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The Chinese Biopharmaceutical Association (CBA) cohosted its 13th annual conference 
with Shanghai bio-forum on May 28-30, 2008 in Shanghai, China. It was the first time 
that CBA hosted its annual conference in China since it was founded in 1995 in 
Washington DC, United States (US).  
 
The 13th CBA annual conference consisted of a one-day preconference focused on 
entrepreneurship and a two-day main conference focused on biotechnology innovation 
and sustainable development. With topics covering essentially every single part of the 
drug development process, the conference attracted more than 1000 attendees, among 
whom approximately 200 came from the US and a few from Singapore, Germany, France, 
Australia, Japan, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. Besides research scientists and entrepreneurs, 
the conference also attracted many venture capitalists who are interested in investing in 
small to medium size Chinese biopharmaceutical companies.  
 
In addition to individual attendees, many Chinese and US organizations such as the 
Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO), the largest biotechnology organization in the 
world, also showed great interest in the conference. Mr. James C. Greenwood, president 
and CEO of BIO, and Mr. Sean Darragh, BIO’s executive vice president for international 
affairs, attended and spoke at the conference. In his keynote address, Mr. Greenwood 
noted “BIO is most interested in and seriously considering hosting its partnership meeting 
in China.” 
 
Before the preconference and after the main conference, CBA sent a total of 5 
delegations to visit the Chinese Medicine City in Taizhou, Jiangsu province; Simcere in 
Nanjing; BioBay in Suzhou; Wuxi; and Guangdong. The delegates visited local 
biopharmaceutical companies and research institutions, met with local government 
officials, and discussed future collaboration opportunities with researchers from the local 
biopharmaceutical industry and academia. 
 
 
Pre-conference – CBA-Zhangjiang Pharma Valley Forum 
 
On May 28, the preconference titled CBA-Zhangjiang Pharma Valley Forum was held 
at Zhangjiang High-Tech Industrial Park. The preconference was coorganized by CBA, 
Shanghai Zhangjiang (Group) Co., Ltd., and Shanghai’s Overseas Chinese Affairs Office. 
The focus of the preconference was entrepreneurship, and a wide array of topics related 
to pursuing a career in biomedical field in China was discussed at the preconference.  
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The preconference started with visiting Zhangjiang High-Tech Industrial Park in the 
morning. Led by Dr. Yifan Zhai, president-elect (2008-2009) of CBA, the preconference 
attendees visited a number of biopharmaceutical companies. Meanwhile, accompanied by 
Dr. Lin Sun-Hoffman and leaders of Zhangjiang High-Tech Industrial Park, Mr. James C. 
Greenwood and Mr. Sean Darragh visited Shanghai Institute of Materia Medica, the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, and met with leaders of the institute.  
  
In the afternoon, presentations were given and discussions were conducted at Zhangjiang 
Ji-Dian-Gang Convention and Exhibition Center. Mr. Shouchun Zhu, vice general 
manager of Zhangjiang (Group) Co., Ltd, chaired the opening session of the forum. Mr. 
Daning Wan, vice governor of Pudong district; Mr. Minghua Cui, director of Shanghai’s 
Overseas Chinese Affairs Office; and Ms. Jianqing Zhang, deputy director of the 
department of economy, science and technology, Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the 
State Council, attended the opening session and wished the conference successful.  
 
After the opening session, Dr. Lin Sun-Hoffman, executive chairwomen of the 13th CBA 
annual conference and president (2008-2009) of CBA, introduced Mr. James C. 
Greenwood and presented the 2007 CBA "Brilliant Achievement Award” to Mr. 
Greenwood recognizing his effort in leading BIO to become the most influential 
organization in the global biotechnology industry.  
 
Established in 2003, CBA’s “Brilliant Achievement Award” was designed to recognize 
individuals who have made a significant impact on the biopharmaceutical industry. Each 
year, a recipient was selected by CBA’s award committee, and the award was presented 
to the chosen recipient at CBA’s annual conference. Previously, the award has been given 
to Dr. Kenneth Fong, founder and former CEO of Clontech, in 2003; Dr. Nancy T. Chang, 
founder and CEO of Tanox, in 2004; Dr. Frederick Frank, vice chairman and director of 
Lehman Brothers, Inc.,  in 2005; Dr. Paul Schimmel, member of the Academy of 
Sciences and the Ernest and Jean Hahn professor at the Skaggs Institute for Chemical 
Biology at the Scripps Research Institute, in 2006; and Dr. Jing Lou, CEO and President 
of 3SBio Inc., in 2007.  
 
Mr. Greenwood became the president and CEO of BIO in January 2005. Under his 
leadership, BIO's staff and budget have increased nearly fifty percent in the past 3 years. 
Today, BIO represents more than 1,150 biotechnology companies, academic institutions, 
state biotechnology centers, and related organizations in the US and more than 30 other 
countries; and BIO is playing a critical role in shaping public policy on a variety of issues 
that are critical to the success of the biotechnology industry. The Annual BIO 
International Convention has become the world’s largest gathering of the biotechnology 
industry. In his award acceptance address, Mr. Greenwood stressed the importance of 
international collaborations in solving global health and environment problems. He noted, 
“We cannot afford to be competitors. We need to become collaborators.” Mr. Greenwood 
looks forward to future collaborations with the Chinese biopharmaceutical industry.  
 
After Mr. Greenwood’s award acceptance address, more than 20 speakers delivered oral 
presentations focused on how to start up and sustain a biopharmaceutical business, 
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especially in China. Following the presentations, the speakers answered a wide variety of 
questions from the audience. The majority of the speakers are early Chinese returnees 
who are either running biomedical business or conducting biomedical research in China, 
and a large portion of the approximately 200 audience members are researchers currently 
living in the US who are interested in doing business in China. The speakers shared their 
successes, frustrations, and lessons learned over the years with the audience. They also 
provided their most sincere recommendations to those who are interested in returning to 
China to develop their own business. The presentations provoked enthusiastic discussions 
on a variety of issues.  
  
The preconference ended with a banquet sponsored by the Shanghai's Overseas Chinese 
Affairs Office. At the banquet, Dr. Yuling Li, immediate past president (2007-2008) of 
CBA, presented CBA’s Outstanding Service Award to Dr. Yingxian Xiao, past CBA 
president (2003-2004) and general secretary of CBA’s Board of Directors. Dr. Yingxian 
Xiao announced the 2008 CBA election results: Dr. Yifan Zhai, a founding member of 
CBA, was elected the new president-elect, Dr. Lin Sun-Hoffman became the new CBA 
president, and Dr. Yuling Li became the immediate past president of CBA.  
 

 
(Photo courtesy of Shanghai Overseas Chinese Affairs Office) 

 
Main Conference – Biotechnology Innovation and Sustainable Development 
 
On May 29-30, the main conference of the 13th CBA annual conference was held at 
Shanghai International Convention Center. The theme of the main conference was 
Biotechnology Innovation and Sustainable Development, and the conference consisted 
of an opening ceremony, a plenary session, and 10 parallel sessions with topics covering 
basic research, technology transfer, venture capital and financing options, legal and 
regulatory issues, and other important issues in the drug development process.  
 
The main conference started with the opening ceremony consisting of three opening 
addresses. Mr. Ziqi Shou, chairman of Science and Technology Commission of Shanghai 
Municipality, attended the opening ceremony and delivered a brief opening address. Mr. 
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James Greenwood also delivered a brief opening address similar to the address he gave at 
the preconference. Dr. Lin Sun-Hoffman delivered the third opening address. In her 
address, Dr. Lin thanked all supporting organizations, sponsors, and volunteers. She 
pointed out the historical events at the conference, which include: 
 

·  First CBA annual conference in China 
·  Formation of Alliance of Chinese-American Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical 

Association 
·  BIO interested in collaborating with Chinese biopharmaceutical companies  

 
(Photo courtesy of www.stctm.gov.cn) 

 
Plenary Session 
 

After the opening ceremony, four keynote speakers delivered oral presentations at the 
plenary session. Dr. Avram Hershko, 2004 Nobel Prize Laureate in chemistry and 
distinguished professor of Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, started the plenary 
session with a presentation titled Roles of the Ubiquitin System in Health and Disease. 
Covalently attached to many cellular proteins, ubiquitin plays critical roles in protein 
degradation. According to Dr. Hershko, abnormalities in ubiquitin-mediated protein 
degradation lead to various diseases, including cancer, Parkinson's disease, and 
neurodegenerative diseases. Ubiquitin also plays important roles in DNA repair, signal 
transduction, regulation of transcription, endocytosis, and formation of many viruses such 
as HIV. Dr. Hershko reported the development of novel drugs targeting specific 
ubiquitin-mediated processes.   
 
Following Dr. Hershko’s presentation, Mr. Guo-Qing Li, director of the Center for Drug 
Evaluation (CDE), State Food and Drug Administration (SFDA), delivered the second 
keynote speech titled Biopharmaceutical Technologies – Hope for Human Health. Mr. Li 
briefly introduced regulations and procedures for new drug evaluation and approval in 
China and his plan of enhancing transparency of drug review process at CDE. He pointed 
out the challenges facing CDE and he wished to improve communication and 
collaboration with biopharmaceutical companies. Mr. Li plans to increase the number of 
days on which companies can call CDE asking for advices. He said that he is always 



 5 

happy to meet with representatives from companies as long as the meetings are solely 
focused on business.  
 
In the third keynote address, Building Global Partnerships for Biotech Innovation, Mr. 
James Greenwood pointed out that China and US, as well as other countries, share 
common interests in solving problems of global concern, including diseases, hunger, and 
environmental challenges. He acknowledged the important roles that Chinese 
pharmaceutical industry has been playing, and expressed his sincere interest in 
collaborating with Chinese biopharmaceutical companies. He stressed the challenges 
facing China and US, and he urged Chinese government to further enhance transparency 
of drug review process, stability of regulations, and protection of intellectual property 
(IP). Mr. Greenwood believed that the more the Chinese government can provide such 
assurance, the faster innovation will flourish in China. According to Mr. Greenwood, 
BIO and its members are ready to collaborate with Chinese biopharmaceutical industry 
and he welcomed Chinese biopharmaceutical companies to join BIO and attend the 
upcoming BIO Annual Conference in San Diego. As the president of BIO, Mr. 
Greenwood "is most interested in hosting a partnership conference in China.” 
 
In the last keynote address of the plenary session, Dr. Shu Chien, professor of 
bioengineering at California Institute of Bioengineering, University of California, San 
Diego (UCSD), discussed Global Trend of Translational Medicine – from Life Science to 
Medicine. According to Dr. Chien, current trend of drug development is to identity 
disease targets, speed up clinical trials, and advance more drugs that are safe and 
effective for specific populations. He commented that system biology, targeted drug 
delivery via Nano-particles, stem cell therapy, imaging, and robotic surgery all play 
important roles in translational medicine. Dr. Chien remarked that truly understanding the 
science is the key to develop drugs. He also pointed out the importance of international 
collaborations in developing new drugs and fighting diseases because diseases “know no 
borders.” 
 
Parallel Sessions 
 

The other 10 sessions of the main conference were held parallelly in the afternoon of 
May 29 and on May 30. More than 100 speakers from US, China, Singapore, Germany, 
France, Japan, Taiwan, and Hong Kong delivered oral presentations and conducted panel 
discussions. Topics of the 10 parallel sessions are  
 

·  Antibodies and Vaccine Technology 
·  Stem Cell and RNAi Technology 
·  Target Discovery and Drug Innovation 
·  Generic Drugs and “Westernizing” Chinese Medicine  
·  Legal and Regulatory Issues 
·  Venture Capital and Financing Options 
·  Biotechnology Cooperation and Application 
·  Biomarker and Diagnosis 
·  Translational Medicine and Clinical Research 



 6 

·  2008 China Pharmaceutical Industry Information 
 
In the evening of May 30, Shanghai Fosun Pharmaceutical (Group) Co., Ltd. 
(www.fosunpharma.com) hosted a banquet at the grand banquet hall of Shanghai 
International Convention Center. Mr. Qiyu Chen, president of Fosun, and other 
representatives of Fosun attended the banquet. Mr. Chen thanked CBA, all the speakers, 
and conference attendees for the successful conference. He expressed Fosun's sincere 
desire of seeking collaborations with overseas Chinese talents. Sipping nice drinks, 
tasting grand meal, enjoying live music played by 3 young Chinese musicians, catching 
up with old friends, chatting with new friends, and taking photos with one another, the 
conference attendees were indulged in the magnificent yet relaxing atmosphere. Foreign 
attendees were amazed by Chinese food and music, and a few of them couldn’t help 
dancing around.  
 
The three-day conference ended with cruising Huangpu River after the banquet. In the 
cool early summer breeze, conference attendees enjoyed the beauty of modern Shanghai 
in the moonlight. The unique architecture, the calm Huangpu River, and the rapid 
economy development of Shanghai impressed the conference attendees once again.  
 

 
(Photo courtesy of Guo-Liang Yu) 

 
Formation of the Alliance of Chinese-American Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical 
Associations (ALL-CABPA)  
 

The 13th CBA annual conference was supported by other Chinese-American professional 
organizations in the US, including the Sino-American Pharmaceutical Professionals 
Association (SAPA), headquartered in the tri-state area (NY-NJ-CT); the Chinese-
American Biopharmaceutical Society (CABS), headquartered in San Francisco, CA; the 
Sino-American Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Professionals Association (SABPA), 
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headquartered in San  Diego, CA; and the Chinese-American Biomedical Association 
(CABA), headquartered in Boston, MA.  
 
Like CBA, these organizations and their members have been playing important roles in 
the Chinese biopharmaceutical industry by serving as a bridge between China and US, as 
well as bring technology and business to China. To share resources and work together 
more efficiently towards common goals, CBA, CABS, SABPA, and CABA declared to 
jointly form an Alliance of Chinese-American Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical 
Associations (ALL-CABPA) at the conference. According to the declaration of the 
alliance, purposes of forming the alliance are to enhance innovation, collaboration, and 
information exchange among members; and to promote interests and visibility of Chinese 
Americans in life sciences both in the US and China. The alliance welcomes other 
associations in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical field to join should they share the 
common missions of member associations of the alliance and agree to abide the bylaws 
of the alliance. The alliance plans to expand its membership throughout the world. On 
May 29, current presidents (2007-2008) of CBA, CABS, SABPA, and CABA signed the 
declaration and formally announced the formation of ALL-CABPA in front of attendees 
of the 13th CBA annual conference and 10th Shanghai International Bio-Forum.  
 
 
CBA Delegations 
 

Before the one-day preconference and after the two-day main conference, a total of 5 
CBA delegations visited various places in China, including Chinese Medicine City in 
Taizhou, Jiangsu provine; Suzhou BioBay; Simcere Pharmaceutical Group in Nanjing; 
Wuxi; and Guangzhou. Thanks to the generous support provided by these companies, 
industrial parks, and corresponding local governments, the delegates were able to visit 
different facilities and discuss potential collaboration opportunities with representatives 
of the local biopharmaceutical industry and academia.  
 
China Medicine City, Taizhou 
 

Located in Taizhou, Jiangsu province, China Medical City (CMC, www.medmax.cn) is 
the first medical city in China. CMC consists of a core park (Taizhou Hi-Tech Medical 
Development Zone) and 5 theme medical parks (Yangtze River Pharmacy Park, 
Zhongdan Medicine Park, Suzhong Pharmaceuticals Park, JumpCan Medicine Park, and 
Jiangshan Pharmacy Park). The planning area for CMC is 20 km2.  
 
On May 27, 2008, a CBA delegation made of more than 50 individuals, including CBA 
members, members of other Chinese biopharmaceutical organizations, and venture 
capitalists, visited CMC. Vice governor of Taizhou welcomed the delegation and briefly 
introduced the history and future plan of CMC. The delegates watched a documentary of 
CMC, visited facilities, and toured Taizhou city. 
 
Simcere Pharmaceutical Group 
 

On May 30-31, 2008, a delegation visited Simcere Pharmaceutical Group 
(www.simcere.com), a leading manufacturer and supplier of branded generic 
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pharmaceuticals in China. The delegates met with the executives of Simcere, visited 
Simcere's facilities, and discussed possibilities of future collaboration.   
 
Suzhou BioBay 
 

Led by Dr. Jian Ni, a delegation from CBA visited Suzhou BioBay (www.biobay.com.cn) 
on May 31, 2008. Located in Suzhou Industrial Park, the largest collaboration project 
between China and Singapore, BioBay is the innovation base for biotechnology and 
nanotechnology. With favorable policies and incentives, BioBay has attracted many 
talents from all over the world. A number of CBA members, including Dr. Jian Ni and Dr. 
Patrick Lu, have set up business in BioBay.  
 

 
(Photo courtesy of Lin Sun-Hoffman) 

 
Wuxi, Jiangsu 
 

On May 31, another group of delegates visited Jiangyin. Jiangyin, a county-level city 
with a geographic area of only 983 km2 and a population of 1,180,000, has stunned China 
with its rapid economic growth. During the past years, Jiangyin’s fiscal revenue has been 
ranking first for a number of years in a row in Jiangsu Province. And Jiangyin is known 
as the country-level city with the greatest economic competitiveness in China. Mr. Jun Ji, 
vice governor of Jiangyin, met with the delegation. He introduced Jiangyin's policy of 
attracting talents, and he invited the delegates to bring business to Jiangyin. 
 
Guangdong 
 

Led by Dr. Yingxian Xiao, general secretary of CBA Board of Directors, a delegation 
consisting of 23 CBA members visited Guangdong from June 1st to 3rd, 2008. Mr. Qing-
Liang Wan, vice governor of Guangdong province, met with the delegation and invited 
all interested CBA members to conduct business in Guangdong.  
 
During the three-day visit, the delegation visited Guangzhou Science City, the core of 
Guangzhou Hi-Tech Industry Development Zone; Dongguan, one of the most affluent 
counties in southern China; Zhuhai, one of the best places to live in China; and 
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Zhongshan. The delegation met with principle investigators and executives of local 
institutes and biopharmaceutical companies, and discussed possibilities of future 
collaborations. During the visit, Dr. James Li, CEO of Cellex Inc. and a long-time 
member of CBA, signed an agreement of establishing Dongguan Cellex in Song Shan 
Lake Science and Technology Industry Park (www.ssl.gov.cn). 
 

 
(Photo courtesy of www.gdoverseaschn.com.cn) 

 
Sponsorship and Support 
 
The 13th CBA annual conference was organized by a volunteer-based organizing 
committee. Sponsors of the conference include multiinternational pharmaceutical 
companies such as Pfizer, Merck, and Applied Biosystems; Chinese biotechnology 
industrial parks such as China Medical City in Taizhou and Suzhou Biobay; Chinese 
pharmaceutical companies such as Simcere Pharmaceutical in Nanjing and Fosun Pharma 
in Shanghai; and many institutions and organizations both in China and the US. 
Organizations in China, including Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s 
Republic of China, State Food and Drug Administration, State Administration of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, Science and Technology Commission of Shanghai 
Municipality, and many others supported the conference.  
 
CBA thanks the following companies, organizations, and institutions for their generous 
financial support: Simcere Pharmaceutical Group in Nanjing; Fosun Pharma in Shanghai; 
Toucan Capital; Montgomery County Department of Economic Development; Applied 
Biosystems Trading (Shanghai) Co., Ltd; Sherppard Mullin law firm; Asia Research, 
Pfizer Global Research and Development; Pall Life Sciences; Sirnaomics, Inc.; Wilson 
Sonsini Goodrich and Rosati (law firm); ImClone Systems; Human Genome Sciences; 
Chiral Quest, Inc.; Epitomics, Inc.; Perkins Coie (law firm); Paramax International Inc.; 
Pinsent Masons (law firm); National Cancer Research Foundation; AFD China (law firm);  
and SuperArray Bioscience Corporation.  
 
 
As Dr. Lin Sun-Hoffman mentioned in her opening address at the main conference, the 
preparation of the 13th CBA annual conference took almost a full year. During the 
preparation, the organizing committee and many devoted volunteers sent thousands of e-
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mails, made hundreds of phone calls, conducted dozens of teleconferences, and spent 
many sleep hours to make the conference successful. In addition, Dr. Sun-Hoffman flew 
a number of times from California to Shanghai to conduct face-to-face discussions with 
the organizing team in Shanghai. The hard work paid off. The conference was well 
attended, and the quality of the conference was highly appraised. The success of the 
conference has greatly enhanced the visibility and influence of CBA, as well as 
supporting Chinese-American biopharmaceutical organizations, in China. And the 
formation of ALL-CABPA indicates the growth of Chinese biopharmaceutical 
organizations in the US has reached a historical new height.   
 
 
 
 
Yanni Wang is the general secretary of CBA (2007-2008). She can be reached at 
wangcollins@yahoo.com. 


